CHAPTER   XV

DENMARK (DANMARK)

STRATEGICALLY located to control the entrance to the Baltic, and with
a combined coast line greater than that of France, it is not surprising
that Denmark early became a leading maritime power. Its sailors not
only opened up trade routes to all sections of the world, but aided in
the establishment of colonies in Greenland, Iceland, the Faeroes, Africa
and the West Indies. Important settlements were made in Britain, and
Denmark once controlled much of England. Its relations with its neigh-
bors illustrate something of its past power. It was joined with Sweden
during the seventeenth century, and controlled Norway until the
Napoleonic Wars. Its past importance is also shown by the fact that
it levied a toll on all ships going into or out of the Baltic until the
beginning of the past century, and this in spite of the opposition of
most other commercial nations.

Denmark received a serious set-back as a result of its part in the
Napoleonic Wars. The British captured the Danish fleet and destroyed
the Danish merchant marine. It took nearly forty years to recover from
their loss. A more permanent decline resulted from the decreasing
commercial importance of the Baltic and the changes following the
Industrial Revolution. The shift of trade to the North Sea diminished
the importance of Denmark's location and the nation lacked the re:
sources necessary to become an important industrial power. Its small
size and the poverty of part of its soil limited agricultural possibilities,
and for a time the country was in a desperate plight

In spite of these handicaps, the nation has again achieved an envi-
able position among the European states, an excellent demonstration
of the capacity of its population. Today it is one of the most prosperous
of the continental powers. This prosperity is based largely upon a
specialized development of agriculture, and upon commercial activi-
ties. Its population is unusually capable and well educated, and the
nation has produced leaders of world importance in various cultural
activities. Although the country is no longer of major importance
from a military or political point of view, it has taken an active part
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